FUTURE REPLACEMENT COST

Using a planning assumption of 4% annual construction-cost escalation, a $250,000-$450,000
replacement in today's dollars could cost approximately $281,000-$506,000 by 2029. A $350,000 project
today would increase to approximately $394,000.

Repairing the railing now and replacing a $350,000 bridge three years later would therefore result in
approximately $419,000 in combined nominal expenditures.

PUBLIC & NEIGHBORHOOD IMPACT

The current closure provides the City an opportunity to determine the actual impact of permanently
losing this connection before making an irreversible decision.

Public input should focus on who uses the bridge, frequency of use, destinations reached through the
crossing, additional walking distance caused by closure, and whether the bridge is particularly important to
children, older residents, pedestrians without vehicles, or nearby residents.

Previous local active-transportation planning identified the E. Chestnut Street/Center Run crossing for a
pedestrian bridge upgrade, supporting the conclusion that the connection has previously been considered
valuable. However, prior planning should be balanced against current utilization, neighborhood needs,
condition, and cost.

DECISION FRAMEWORK

Repair and reopen if structural evaluation demonstrates approximately 10 or more years of useful life
and public input establishes continued neighborhood value. At $25,000, preserving a useful crossing for
another decade would represent approximately $2,500 per year of additional service.

Consider removal if the bridge has less than 5 years of useful life, utilization is demonstrably low,
reasonable alternate pedestrian routes exist, and the current closure has not created a significant
neighborhood hardship.

Consider replacement if public input establishes that the crossing provides an important pedestrian
connection but structural evaluation indicates the existing bridge has reached or is approaching the end of
its useful life. Outside transportation, accessibility, or active-transportation funding should be investigated
before committing substantial local funds.

PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATION

Maintain the current closure while public input is received and Council considers the alternatives. Do
not authorize the approximately $25,000 railing repair until the City can reasonably determine the
remaining useful life of the underlying bridge.

The fundamental question is whether $25,000 purchases meaningful additional service life. If the bridge
can safely serve the neighborhood for another decade or more, repair is a reasonable investment. If



substantial rehabilitation or replacement will be necessary within only a few years—and the current closure
demonstrates limited community impact—removal may provide substantially better long-term value
than continuing to invest in a lightly used, aging structure.

Conversely, if public input demonstrates that the bridge provides an important neighborhood connection,
the City should consider replacement rather than a succession of short-term repairs and pursue outside
funding to reduce the local cost.



