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Ordinance 2025-23
DOC ID: 4267 
An Ordinance to Revise Chapter 1309 of the Codified Ordinances Regulating Inoperable, Unregistered, and Junk Vehicles, Trailers, and Other Motorized Equipment on City Streets and Private Property; and Declaring an Emergency.


WHEREAS, the accumulation and outdoor storage of inoperable, unlicensed, or junk motor vehicles and equipment creates blight, health hazards, and safety concerns within the City of Mount Vernon; and

WHEREAS, City Council desires to protect property values and maintain the aesthetic quality of neighborhoods and streetscapes;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, Ohio:

SECTION 1: That Chapter 1309 of the Codified Ordinances be amended to read as follows:
1309.01 DEFINITIONS
As used in Chapter 1309 of the Codified Ordinances:
(a) Motor Vehicle - As defined in Ohio Revised Code §4501.01. Includes, but is not limited to, passenger vehicles, trucks, vans, motorcycles, mopeds, ATVs, RVs, and trailers.
(b) Inoperable Vehicle - Any motor vehicle or trailer which, for a period of seventy-two (72) consecutive hours or more:
Is not capable of being lawfully and safely operated on public streets;
Is missing essential mechanical parts including, but not limited to, engine, transmission, wheels, steering mechanism, windshield, or battery;
Is disabled due to flat tires, broken windows, or collision damage;
Has not been moved under its own power in the preceding seventy-two (72) hours;
Is otherwise non-functional or incomplete in its construction.
(c) Unregistered Vehicle - Any motor vehicle or trailer that:
Does not display a current and valid license plate or registration sticker as required under Ohio law; or
is not registered with the Ohio BMV or other authorized state agency.
(d) Junk Vehicle - A vehicle that meets the definition in Ohio Revised Code §4513.63 and exhibits extensive damage, neglect, or deterioration, and has no apparent value beyond salvage.
(e) Trailer - Any non-motorized device designed to be towed by a motor vehicle, including utility trailers, boat trailers, camper trailers, and equipment haulers.
(f) Recreational Vehicle (RV) - Any motor vehicle or trailer designed for recreational use, including motor homes, travel trailers, fifth wheels, and campers.
(g) Off-Road Vehicles - Includes all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), dirt bikes, snowmobiles, and other vehicles not intended or permitted for use on public roadways.
(h) Yard Equipment - Includes riding lawn mowers, lawn tractors, agricultural tractors, and similar motorized landscaping or farming equipment.
(I) Public Property - Includes all public streets, sidewalks, alleys, rights-of-way, parks, and any land owned or maintained by the City.
(j) Private Property - All real property not owned by the City or a public entity.
1309.02 PROHIBITED STORAGE AND PARKING
(a) No person shall park, store, or permit the parking or storage of any inoperable, unregistered, or junk vehicle, trailer, or equipment on any public street, alley, or right-of-way within the City of Mount Vernon.
(b) No person shall park, store, or permit the parking or storage of any inoperable, unregistered, or junk vehicle, trailer, RV, off-road vehicle, motorcycle, or yard equipment on private property unless one of the following conditions is met:
The vehicle or equipment is stored entirely within a fully enclosed building (e.g., garage or barn); or
The vehicle or equipment is covered and screened from public view by a solid, opaque fence or vegetation at least six (6) feet in height; or
The vehicle is under active repair or restoration, and the work is completed within fourteen (14) consecutive days.
(c) Lawn mowers, tractors, or similar equipment must be stored in a garage, shed, or to the rear of the principal structure.
(d) No trailer, RV, ATV, or off-road vehicle may be used as a storage unit or dwelling while parked on a residential property.
(e) No person shall park, store, or permit the parking or storage of any motor vehicle, trailer, or motorized equipment in any front, side, or rear yard on an unimproved surface. All such parking must occur only on an improved surface, defined as:
Asphalt, concrete, pavers, or
Gravel or crushed stone that is clearly defined, compacted, and maintained to prevent ruts, erosion, and vegetation growth.
1309.03 VEHICLE REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS
(a) All motor vehicles, trailers, and equipment stored or parked on public or private property within the City must display current and valid registration, license plates, and/or stickers as required by the Ohio BMV or equivalent authority.
(b) Vehicles without proper registration shall be considered “unregistered” and subject to enforcement under this ordinance, regardless of operability.
1309.04 ENFORCEMENT AND REMOVAL
(a) Inoperable or unregistered vehicles or equipment found on public property shall be subject to impoundment forty-eight (48) hours after posting a written notice on the vehicle by the Mount Vernon Code Enforcement Department.
(b) If the vehicle or equipment is located on private property in violation of this ordinance, the Code Enforcement Officer shall initiate the following notice procedure:
A written notice of violation shall be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the last known address of the property owner as listed on the Knox County Auditor’s records, informing them of the violation and providing ten (10) calendar days to correct it.
If the certified letter is returned as unclaimed, refused, or undeliverable for any reason, a copy of the same letter shall be hand-delivered by the Mount Vernon Police Department to the property owner’s last known address.
If personal delivery is not possible, a copy of the notice shall be posted on the premises in a conspicuous location.
If the owner fails to comply within ten (10) days, the City may:
Issue civil citations for each day the violation continues; and/or
Remove the vehicle or equipment at the owner’s expense, with costs certified to the County Auditor as a lien against the property.
1309.05 EXEMPTIONS
This ordinance shall not apply to:
Licensed automotive repair shops, salvage yards, or dealerships operating within permitted zoning;
Vehicles actively used for agricultural purposes on agriculturally zoned land;
Equipment or trailers lawfully stored pursuant to a valid zoning certificate.
1309.06 PENALTIES
(a)   Civil Citations. In instances where a property owner fails to comply with a notice of violation, the City Inspector may levy a fine of up to $150.00 per day per violation. This penalty is in addition to any other actions that may be taken by the City.
(b)   Criminal. In addition to any other penalty specified in this Chapter, any violation or failure to comply with the provisions in this Chapter shall constitute a minor misdemeanor on a first offense. If a person has been convicted of a violation of this Chapter within the past calendar year, each subsequent offense shall constitute a fourth-degree misdemeanor. Each day such violation continues shall be considered a separate offense. Nothing herein contained shall prevent the City from taking such other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or remedy any violation.
(c)   In any instance where the City incurs any expenses or fines, including but not limited to legal costs and fees, because of any person or entity's violation or failure to comply with any provisions and requirements in this Chapter, the expenses incurred, plus an administrative fee equal to the expenses incurred shall be recovered from the person or entity.

SECTION 2: If any provision of this Ordinance is held invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions which shall continue in full force and effect.

SECTION 3: This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason that the proliferation of junk, inoperable and abandoned vehicles poses an imminent threat to the health, safety and property of the citizens of Mount Vernon, and said Ordinance shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law.
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Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council

PASSED: ____________________, 2025

ATTEST: _______________________________


     Todd Hill, Clerk of Council

APPROVED: _________________, 2025







____________________________







Matthew T. Starr, Mayor
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