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KOKOSING RIVER RESTORATION
+ FLOODPLA IN ACCESS & HAB ITAT  ENHANCEMENT
+ R IVER RESTORAT ION IN  BACKWATER AREAS
+ R IVER BANK PROTECT ION

SOUTH MAIN/COLUMBUS ROAD INTERSECTION 
+ MOV ING TRAFF IC S IGNAL FURTHER SOUTH
+ CENSORED EX IT  S IGNAL ADD IT ION AT  WHITS
+ DED ICATED SOUTHBOUND LEFT  TURN LANE
+ CROSSWALK FROM THE DEPOT TO SPEEDWAY

 
CURRENT C ITY PROJECTS
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1.  SAFETY
 +  ADA ACCESS IB IL ITY
 +  WALK WAYS
 + CROSSWALKS
 + S IGNAGE

2.  COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
 +  AB IL ITY  TO HOLD COMMUNITY EVENTS
 +  EASY PARK ACCESS

3.  REINVIGORATE THE PARKS
 +  CONNECT IONS BETWEEN THE PARKS
 + UPDATED BU ILD INGS & EQUIPMENT
 +  CONSISTENCY AMONG PARKS

 
GOALS & OBJECTIVES
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KNOX COUNTY

MOUNT VERNON CITY HALL

1.5  MILE RADIUS

[15 MINUTE       ]

5  MILE RADIUS

[15 MINUTE        ]
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MOUNT VERNON

KOKOSING R IVER

OHIO TO ERIE  TRAIL

CA&C RAILROAD DEPOT

ARCH PARK

ARIEL-FOUNDATION PARK

DAN EMMETT PARK

RIVERVIEW PARK

HIAWATHA PARK

MEMORIAL PARK

PHILL IPS PARK

RIVERSIDE PARK

SHELLMAR PARK
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PRIORITY PARKS
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MEMORIAL PARK

37.5  ACRES:  COMMUNITY PARK

PAIN POINTS
-  LACK OF WALKWAYS
-  LACK OF S IGNAGE
-  LACK OF GATHER ING SPACES
-  LACK OF ADA ACCESS IB IL ITY
-  NO CONNECT ION TO KOKOSING TRA IL
-  S ITE  CHALLENGES

+ D IRECT IONAL TRAFF IC
+ LOCATED IN  FLOODPLA IN

-  SKATE PARK
+ SMALL WITH METAL F IXTURES
+ L IM ITED PARK ING
+ CRACKS IN  PAVEMENT

-  BASKETBALL COURTS
+ PAVEMENT CONDIT ION
+ L IGHT ING

-  P ICKLE BALL  &  TENNIS  COURTS
+ SURFACE CONDIT ION
+ L IGHT ING
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MEMORIAL PARK

PARK INVENTORY:  EX IST ING IMAGERY
 

    



 MKC  | ARCHITECTS MOUNT VERNON PARKS | MASTER PLAN

 
MEMORIAL PARK

PARK INVENTORY:  EX IST ING IMAGERY
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MEMORIAL PARK

EX IST ING

MOUNT VERNON AVENUE
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PARK ING
SPORTS
PLAY
RELAX
RR &  MA INTENANCE

Memor ia l  Pa rk  i s  a  commun i t y  pa rk  cen t ra l l y 
l oca ted  be tween  the  m idd le  schoo l /h igh  schoo l 
and  downtown.  I t  i s  home to  many  baseba l l  & 
so f tba l l  tou rnaments ,  access  to  the  Kokos ing 
Tra i l  and  seve ra l  tenn is  &  p ick le  ba l l  cou r ts .

A l though  the  loca t ion  &  l and  a re  nes t l ed 
be tween  the  schoo l ,  downtown and shady 
t rees ,  some o f  the  amen i t i es  a re  i n  need o f 
improvement .  P layg round equ ipment  i s  ben t  & 
ch ipped;  concess ions  &  p ress  boxes  a re  run 
down and do  no t  comp ly  w i th  cu r ren t  bu i ld ing 
codes ;  the  ska te  pa rk  i s  a  t r i pp ing  haza rd ;  and 
the  baske tba l l ,  p ick le  ba l l ,  &  tenn is  cou r ts  a l l 
need  resu r faced.  The  pa rk  a l so  expe r i ences 
s to rm f l ood ing  &  s tand ing  wa te r.  The  s to rm-
wate r  sys tem needs  improvement .

N
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SPORTS
-  BALL  F IELDS
 +  REORIENT BALL  F IELDS AND CREATE SPORT COMPLEXES
 +  CONCESS IONS/RESTROOMS/PRESS BOX
 +  CREATE MA INTENANCE PLAN
-  TENNIS  AND P ICKLE BALL  COURTS
 +  D IG OUT AND RE INSTALL  UP TO CORRECT STANDARDS
 + PROV IDE L IGHT ING & BLEACHERS
 + CREATE MA INTENANCE AND RESURFACING PLAN
-  BASKETBALL COURTS
 +  RELOCATE &  RESURFACE
 +  PROV IDE L IGHT ING & BENCHES
 + CREATE MA INTENANCE AND RESURFACING PLAN
FAMILY GATHERING
-  3  NEW SHELTERS
 +  DED ICATE EACH & PROV IDE S IGNAGE
 + PROV IDE L IGHT ING & GR ILLS AT  EACH
RIVER ACCESS
-  RENTAL DROP OFF
-  F ISH ING
 + F ISH ING POLE RENTAL
 +  PROV IDE F ISH ING POLE HOLDERS
 + PROV IDE WEEKEND BA IT  STAND

 
MEMORIAL PARK GOALS

PLAY
-  PLAYGROUNDS
 + R ID  OF ALL  PLAYGROUNDS EXCEPT FOR HARMONY PARK
 +  CREATE NEW & UPDATED PLAYGROUND BES IDE HARMONY PARK
 +  PROV IDE BENCHES AT  EACH CORNER OF THE PLAYGROUNDS
 + CREATE MA INTENANCE PLAN
ADDIT IONAL GOALS
-  CREATE 1  M ILE  WALK ING LOOP AROUND PARK
-  CREATE MORE ADA PARK ING
-  ADA ACCESS IBLE RESTROOMS CLOSER TO HARMONY PARK
-  CREATE H ISTOR ICAL MURAL IN  GA ZEBO
-  PROV IDE B IKE  RACKS AT  EACH ACCESS POINT
-  PROV IDE S IGNAGE 
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MEMORIAL PARK

PARK ELEMENTS
 

WHAT IS  THE GRAFFIT I /CLIMBING WALL?
-  CURVED &  BU ILT  OF BR ICK
-  CREATES NOOKS FOR GATHER ING

CLIMB ING WALL BU ILDS STRENGTH, 
CONF IDENCE &  INDEPENDENCE TO SCALE 
ACROSS AT A  M IN IMAL HE IGHT

GRAFF IT I  WALL G IVES ART ISTS FREEDOM OF 
EXPRESS ION AND BU ILDS CREAT IV ITY

THE SEAT ING NOOK ALONG THE CURVES 
CREATES AN ENCLOSED GATHER ING SPACE 
APPROPRIATE FOR ALL  AGES
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7 TENNIS COURTS 6 PICKLE BALL 
COURTS

100 PARKING SPACES

33 PARKING 
SPACES

EXTRA PARKING
SCHOOL OWNED

81 PARKING SPACES

BALL F IELD

BALL F IELD

BALL F IELD

BALL F IELD

BALL F IELD

BATTING CAGE & WARM UP

2 BASKETBALL 
COURTS

HARMONY PARK

PLAYGROUND

67 PARKING SPACES22 PARKING SPACES

SHELTER

SHELTER
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MOUNT VERNON AVENUE
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PROPOSED CONNECTION TRAIL

GRAFFIT I  WALL

CLIMBING WALL

PLAY

GAZEBO

RIVER RENTALS

RESTROOM

EXISTING 

PICNIC TABLE

BENCH 

WELCOME SIGN

CURVED BENCHING

LIGHTING

N

POTENTIAL SKATE 
PARK LOCATION
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MEMORIAL PARK

The  o r ig ina l  one-way  road 
has  w idened to  a  two-way 
and  re rou ted  to  avo id  mu l t i p le 
access  po in ts .  Des igna ted 
pa rk ing  spaces  have  been 
added to  comfo r tab l y  f i t 
more  ca rs .  The  f i e lds  have 
been  reo r i en ted  fo r  3  spo r ts 
comp lexes  tha t  con ta in  a 
concess ion  s tand ,  p ress 
box ,  and  e i the r  a  res t room o r 
ma in tenance  bu i ld ing .  A  wa rm-
up a rea  has  been  c rea ted  w i th 
a  f i e ld  to  th row and 2  ba t t i ng 
cages .  The re  a re  ba th rooms in 
3  loca t ions ,  a l l  ADA access ib le . 
The re  a re  3  she l te rs  and 
seve ra l  p icn ic  tab les  &  benches 
th roughou t .  The re  a re  3 
p layg rounds  and  1  c l imb ing/
g ra f f i t i  wa l l .  The  baske tba l l , 
p ick le  ba l l  and  tenn is  cou r ts 
have  been  resu r faced &  more 
p ick le  ba l l  and  tenn is  cou r ts 
have  been  added.  A  wa lk ing 
t ra i l  su r rounds  the  pa rk .

N

SKATE PARK
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RIVERSIDE PARK

24.5  ACRES:  COMMUNITY PARK

PAIN POINTS
-  POOR CONNECT ION WITH IN PARK

+ D IKE ROAD SPL ITS BETWEEN NORTH & SOUTH
+ NO ORGANIZAT IONAL FLOW

- INADEQUATE PATHWAYS
+ TO R IVER ACCESS
+ NORTH & SOUTH PARK AREAS
+ TO BALL  F IELD

-  PLAYGROUNDS
+ EQUIPMENT IS  BENT &  CH IPPED
+ SCATTERED PLAY PODS
+ ACCESS IBLE SWING NOT INCLUS IVE

-  P ICKLE BALL  COURTS
+ INCORRECT OR IENTAT ION
+ SURFACE CONDIT ION
+ L IGHT ING

-  BASKETBALL COURTS
+ ONLY HALF COURT
+ SURFACE CONDIT ION

-  BALL  F IELD
+ NO CONCESS ION
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RIVERSIDE PARK

SOUTH PARK INVENTORY:  EX IST ING IMAGERY
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RIVERSIDE PARK

NORTH PARK INVENTORY:  EX IST ING IMAGERY
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RIVERSIDE PARK

EX IST ING
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R i ve rs ide  Pa rk  i s  a  commun i t y  pa rk  l oca ted  on  the 
wes t  s ide  o f  town be tween  the  d i ke  and  a  res iden t i a l 
ne ighborhood.  I t  i s  home to  ro ta r y  pa rk  cen tenn ia l , 
va r i ous  p layg round equ ipment ,  4  p ick le  ba l l  cou r ts ,  1 
ha l f  baske tba l l  cou r t ,  1  baseba l l  f i e ld  and  r i ve r  access 
on  the  kokos ing  r i ve r. 

The  loca t ion  o f  R i ve rs ide  Pa rk  i s  g rea t ,  be ing  ad jacen t 
to  a  res iden t i a l  ne ighborhood.  The  ne ighborhood a l l ows 
fo r  ease  o f  access  &  pass i ve  supe r v i s ion ,  howeve r, 
the  d i ke  i n te r rup ts  the  wes t  s ide  o f  the  pa rk ,  and  d i ke 
road  d i v ides  the  no r th  &  sou th  s ide  o f  the  pa rk .  The 
p ick le  ba l l  &  baske tba l l  cou r ts  a re  c racked,  p layg round 
equ ipment  i s  den ted  &  ch ipped and  the  ex i s t i ng 
foun ta in  i s  ra re l y  obse r ved .  Pa rk ing  i s  adequa te , 
howeve r,  the  no r th  end  o f  r i ve rs ide  pa rk  i s  i n  need o f 
spaces  fo r  ease  o f  access . 

N
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RIVERSIDE PARK GOALS

SPORTS
-  BALL  F IELD
 +  REORIENT BALL  F IELD AND CREATE SPORT COMPLEX
  -  CONCESS IONS/RESTROOMS/PRESS BOX
 +  CREATE MA INTENANCE PLAN
-  P ICKLE BALL  COURTS
 +  D IG OUT AND RE INSTALL  UP TO CORRECT STANDARDS
 + PROV IDE L IGHT ING & BLEACHERS
 + CREATE MA INTENANCE AND RESURFACING PLAN
-  BASKETBALL COURTS
 +  RELOCATE &  RESURFACE
 +  PROV IDE L IGHT ING & BENCHES
 + CREATE MA INTENANCE AND RESURFACING PLAN
FAMILY GATHERING
-  1  NEW SHELTER
 +  DED ICATE &  PROV IDE S IGNAGE
 + PROV IDE L IGHT ING
-  1  EX IST ING SHELTER
 +  DED ICATE &  PROV IDE S IGNAGE
-  GA ZEBO
 + POWER WASH & REPA INT
 +  TRANS IT ION TO AMPHITHEATER

PLAY
-  1  NEW PLAYGROUND
 + CREATE LARGE SENSORY PLAYGROUND
 + PROV IDE A  BENCH AT EACH CORNER
-  SPLASH PAD
 + CONVERT FOUNTA IN TO A  SPLASH PAD
 + PROV IDE PUMP ROOM & RESTROOM
 + PROV IDE BENCHES
RIVER ACCESS
-  CROSSWALK &  S IGNAGE ACROSS D IKE ROAD
-  UPDATE CURRENT PARK ING LOT
-  PROV IDE L IGHT ING & TRASH ENCLOSURES
-  RENTALS
 +  KAYAKS
 + TUBES
ADDIT IONAL RECOMMENDATIONS
-  CREATE A  .85  M ILE  WALK ING LOOP AROUND PARK
-  REMOVE THE ROAD CUTT ING THROUGH THE M IDDLE
-  PROV IDE CROSSWALKS TO RES IDENT IAL  NE IGHBORHOOD
- PROV IDE B IKE  RACKS AT  EACH ACCESS POINT
-  PROV IDE S IGNAGE 
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RIVERSIDE PARK

EARLY-WORKS ENV IRONMENT
 

WHAT IS  THE EARLY-WORKS ENVIRONMENT?
-  F ITS  A  WIDE AGE RANGE
-  TACKLES LOGIC &  CREAT IV ITY  BASED PLAY

LITERACY & LANGUAGE

GROSS-MOTOR

NATURE & SCIENCE

SENSORY-MOTOR

GARDENING

MUSIC & MOVEMENT

SAND & WATER MOVEMENT

COZY SPOTS

TRIKE PATH

MATH & COUNTING

6 -  23  MONTHS

ARTS

DRAMATIC PLAY
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RIVERSIDE PARK

PARK ELEMENTS

CLEARED,  EAS ILY  ACCESS IBLE,  L IT  PATH TO THE R IVER SHADED STRUCTURE WITH BOOTH UNDERNEATH FOR R IVER RENTALS 
&  SEAT ING
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DIKE ROAD

RIVERSIDE DRIVE
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EARLY-WORKS ENVIRONMENT

SHELTER

MAINTENANCE

SPLASH PAD

ROTARY PLAYGROUND

RESTROOM/PUMP

48 PARKING SPACES

7 PARKING SPACES

4 PICKLE BALL COURTS

BASKETBALL COURT

BALL F IELD

SPORTS
COMPLEX

KOKOSING RIVER

RIVER ACCESS

& RIVER RENTAL

PROPOSED CONNECTION TRAIL

GAZEBO

MONUMENT

GRILLS

31 PARKING SPACES

11
 P
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KIN

G
 S
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CES

D IKE

WELL HEAD

PLAY F IELD 

W/  GOAL POST

EXISTING 

PICNIC TABLE

BENCH 

WELCOME SIGN

CURVED BENCHING

LIGHTING

SHELTER

CONCEPT 1

JO INED P ICKLE BALL 
&  BASKETBALL AREA

N
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DIKE ROAD
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EARLY-WORKS ENVIRONMENT

SHELTER

MAINTENANCE

SPLASH PAD

ROTARY PLAYGROUND

RESTROOM/PUMP

48 PARKING SPACES

7 PARKING SPACES

6 PICKLE BALL COURTS
BASKETBALL COURT

BALL F IELD

SPORTS
COMPLEX

KOKOSING RIVER

RIVER ACCESS

& RIVER RENTAL

PROPOSED CONNECTION TRAIL

GAZEBO

MONUMENT

GRILLS

31 PARKING SPACES
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PLAY F IELD 

W/  GOAL POST

EXISTING 

PICNIC TABLE
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WELCOME SIGN

CURVED BENCHING

LIGHTING
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CONCEPT 2

SEPARATED P ICKLE BALL 
&  BASKETBALL AREA
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RIVERSIDE PARK

Dike  Road on  the  Wes t  s ide 
has  been  re rou ted  to  un i f y  the 
Nor th  &  Sou th  ends  o f  the  pa rk . 
The  baseba l l  f i e ld  has  been 
reo r i en ted  to  c rea te  a  spo r ts 
comp lex  w i th  a  concess ion 
s tand ,  p ress  box  &  res t rooms 
fo r  the  f i e ld ,  baske tba l l  cou r t 
and  p ick le  ba l l  cou r ts .  The 
foun ta in  has  been  removed 
and  rep laced w i th  a  sp lash 
pad  ad jacen t  to  Ro ta r y  Pa rk . 
The  cen te r  o f  the  pa rk  ho lds 
2  she l te rs  fo r  ga the r i ng  and 
1  l a rge  i n te rac t i ve  &  l ea rn ing 
p layg round.  The  r i ve r  access 
has  a  pa th  l ead ing  up  to  w i th  a 
ren ta l s  boo th ,  pa rk ing  lo t  and 
amp le  l i gh t i ng .  A  wa lk ing  t ra i l 
su r rounds  the  pa rk . 

N
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CA&C RAILROAD DEPOT

5.8  ACRES:  NE IGHBORHOOD PARK

PAIN POINTS
-  HEART OF MOUNT VERNON METRO PARKS

+ M IN IMAL S IGNAGE
+ TRA IL  ENTRANCE EXPER IENCE

-  S ITE  CHALLENGES
+ RA ILROAD IS  ST ILL  ACT IVE

-  PARK ISSUES
+ ROOF NEEDS REPLACED
+ NO BENCHES NEAR R IVER
+ NO SPECIF IED ADA PARK ING
+ NO EVEN ING OR WEEKEND RESTROOM ACCESS
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CA&C RAILROAD DEPOT

PARK INVENTORY:  EX IST ING IMAGERY
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CA&C RAILROAD DEPOT

EX IST ING
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Loca ted  a t  the  c i t y ’s  bus ies t  i n te rsec t ion ,  CA&C 
Ra i l road  Depo t  i s  the  we lcoming  s i te  to  the  c i t y  o f 
Moun t  Ve rnon .  I t  i s  home to  the  Knox  Coun ty  Chamber 
o f  Commerce ,  Ma in  S t ree t  Moun t  Ve rnon  &  Knox 
Coun ty  Conven t ion  as  we l l  as  the  V i s i to rs  Bu reau 
Of f i ces .  I t  has  d i rec t  t ra i l  access  and  loca ted  on  the 
Kokos ing  R i ve r.

The  CA&C Ra i l road  Depo t  i s  a  new ly  res to red  bu i ld ing 
w i th  ve r y  m in ima l  amen i t i es  on  s i te .  The  pa rk  on l y  has 
2  benches  a longs ide  the  t ra i l  and  1  she l te r.  The re  i s 
a l so  no  res t room access  when the  ca&c bu i ld ing  i s 
c losed  and  the  s i te  requ i res  access ib le  pa rk ing . 

N
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CA&C RAILROAD DEPOT GOALS

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
-  PROV IDE MORE H ISTORY QR CODE S IGNAGE
-  MOUNT VERNON H ISTORY N IGHT
-  PROV IDE AMPLE OUTDOOR ELECTR IC ITY 
-  PROV IDE FOOD TRUCK PARK ING
FAMILY GATHERING
-  SHELTER
 +  DED ICATE &  PROV IDE S IGNAGE
 + PROV IDE 2  GR ILLS
-  PROV IDE 5  BENCHES ALONG R IVERFRONT TRA IL
-  PROV IDE 3  BENCH SWINGS ALONG R IVERFRONT TRA IL
-  PROV IDE P ICN IC TABLES ALONG BACK LOT
RIVER ACCESS
-  F ISH ING
 + F ISH ING POLE RENTAL
 +  PROV IDE F ISH ING POLE HOLDERS
 + PROV IDE WEEKEND BA IT  STAND

ADDIT IONAL RECOMMENDATIONS
-  F IRST RESPONDERS MEMORIAL
 +  TO BE DES IGNED WITH ART IST
 +  PROV IDE CONCRETE PAD
 +  PROV IDE BENCHES
 + PROV IDE L IGHT ING
-  MONUMENT
 +  PROV IDE CONCRETE PAD
 +  PROV IDE BENCHES
 + PROV IDE L IGHT ING
-  EMMETT HOUSE
 +  S IGNAGE FOR THE H ISTORY
 +  S IGNAGE FOR WHERE ALL  I T  HAS BEEN LOCATED
-  PROV IDE RESTROOM NEAR TRA IL
-  PROV IDE CROSSWALK OVER PH ILL IPS DR IVE  FOR DOWNTOWN ACCESS
-  PAVE SECOND LOT
-  PROV IDE ADA PARK ING
-  ROOF REPLACEMENT
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RIVERSIDE PARK

PARK ELEMENTS

SHADED STRUCTURE WITH BOOTH UNDERNEATH FOR R IVER RENTALS 
&  SEAT ING

SWING BENCHES FOR RELAXAT ION 
AND S ITE  V IEWING

RIVER POLE RESTS FOR F ISH ING
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31 PARKING SPACES
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42 PARKING SPACES

HEART OF OHIO TRAIL

CA&C DEPOT

FIRST RESPONDERS 

MEMORIAL

SHELTER

RESTROOM

EMMETT HOUSE MONUMENT

ARIEL -  FOUNDATION PARK

RIVERVIEW PARK

PROPOSED CONNECTION TRAIL

RIV
ER R

ENTALS

EXISTING 

PICNIC TABLE

BENCH 

WELCOME SIGN

CURVED BENCHING

LIGHTING

N
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CA&C RAILROAD DEPOT

The  back  pa rk ing  lo t  has  been  paved w i th 
des igna ted  pa rk ing  spaces ,  i nc lud ing  ADA 
pa rk ing  spaces .  A  g rave l  ex tens ion  to 
the  back  pa rk ing  lo t  has  been  made fo r 
f es t i va l s /ga the r i ngs .  An  ou tdoo r  res t room 
fac i l i t y  has  been  added fo r  ease  o f  access 
i n  the  even ings  and  on  the  weekends .  A 
canopy  has  been  added fo r  r i ve r  equ ipment 
ren ta l  o r  to  re tu rn  wha t  was  ren ted  f rom 
o the r  pa rks .  Seve ra l  benches ,  bench 
sw ings  and  p icn ic  tab les  have  been  added. 
2  monuments  have  been  added to  the  s i te 
to  ce leb ra te  Moun t  Ve rnon  and  the  h i s to r y. 

N
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SECONDARY PARKS



 MKC  | ARCHITECTSMOUNT VERNON PARKS | MASTER PLAN

ARIEL-FOUNDATION PARK

250 ACRES:  COUNTY PARK

PAIN POINTS
-  NO PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT
-  LACK OF TRASH ENCLOSURES
-  LACK OF WEED MA INTENANCE
-  NOISE POLLUT ION DUR ING EVENTS

EXISTING IMAGERY
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ARIEL-FOUNDATION PARK GOALS

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
-  CREATE NATURE WALK FOR K IDS
-  CREATE HAUNTED TRA IL  IN  THE FALL
-  HORSE CARR IAGE R IDES IN  THE WINTER
FAMILY GATHERING
-  SHELTER
 +  DED ICATE &  PROV IDE S IGNAGE
 + CLEAN &  REPA INT SHELTER
 +  PROV IDE L IGHT ING
POND ACCESS
-  PONDS TRANS IT ION TO ICE SKAT ING IN  THE WINTER
-  F ISH ING
 + F ISH ING POLE RENTAL
 +  PROV IDE F ISH ING POLE HOLDERS
 + PROV IDE WEEKEND BA IT  STAND
ADDIT IONAL RECOMMENDATIONS
-  DES IGNATED DOG PLAY AREA
-  MORE TRASH ENCLOSURES
-  YEARLY CAMPING UNDER THE STARS
-  CREATE CONNECT ION TO ARCH AVENUE PARK
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ARCH AVENUE PARK

11 ACRES:  NE IGHBORHOOD PARK

PAIN POINTS
-  M IN IMAL S IGNAGE
-  NO PEDESTR IAN C IRCULAT ION
-  PLAYGROUND

+ GRAFF IT IED OVER
+ NO SEAT ING
+ LACK OF WEED MA INTENANCE

-  BASKETBALL COURT
+ PAVEMENT CONDIT ION
+ HALF COURT
+ L IGHT ING

EXISTING IMAGERY
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ARCH AVENUE PARK
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S
 J

A
C

K
S

O
N

 S
TR

E
E

T

S
 H

A
R

R
IS

O
N

 S
TR

E
E

T

S
 J

E
FF

E
R

S
O

N
 S

TR
E

E
T

S
 E

LM
 S

TR
E

E
T

S
 A

D
A

M
S

 S
TR

E
E

T

KOKOSING RIVER

 KEY
PARK ING
SPORTS
PLAY
RELAX
RR &  MA INTENANCE

A rch  Pa rk  i s  a  ne ighborhood pa rk  l oca ted 
a long  the  Kokos ing  R i ve r  i n  a  res iden t i a l 
ne ighborhood.  I t  i s  no t  c lose  to  any 
ma in  roads  and  i s  home to  a  commun i t y 
ga rden ,  some p layg round equ ipment ,  and  a 
baske tba l l  hoop

The  pa rk  i s  su r rounded by  t rees  and  n ice l y 
shaded bu t  f a l l s  to  vanda l i sm due  to 
l oca t ion .  The  p layg round equ ipment  has 
been  g ra f f i t i ed  ove r,  weeds  a re  ove rg rown, 
and  the  baske tba l l  cou r t  pavement  i s 
c rack ing . 

N
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ARCH AVENUE PARK GOALS

SPORTS
-  BASKETBALL COURT
 +  EXTEND TO FULL  S IZE
 +  PROV IDE L IGHT ING & SEAT ING
FAMILY GATHERING
-  SHELTER
 +  PROV IDE L IGHT ING & ADD IT IONAL P ICN IC TABLE
 +  REPA INT &  UPDATE SHELTER
-  P ICN IC TABLES
 +  PROV IDE 2  ADD IT IONAL P ICN IC TABLES
 +  PROV IDE CONCRETE PAD FOR EACH
PLAY
-  REMOVE ALL  CURRENT PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT
-  CREATE NATURE PLAYGROUND
-  PROV IDE BENCHES
-  CREATE WEED MA INTENANCE PLAN
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
-  GARDEN
 + PROV IDE S IGNAGE &  HOW TO’S
 +  PROV IDE BENCHES

RIVER ACCESS
-  CLEAR PATH FOR ACCESS TO R IVER
-  PROV IDE R IVER ACCESS S IGNAGE
ADDIT IONAL RECOMMENDATIONS
-  PROV IDE SMALL DROP IN  RESTROOM
- CREATE .5  M ILE  WALK ING TRA IL  ON PARK PER IMETER
-  CREATE NATURE WALK PATH THROUGH WOODED AREA BETWEEN 
 PARK &  THE KOKOSING R IVER 
-  POSS IBLE LOCAT ION FOR PH ILANTHROPIST  DONATED LOG CAB IN



 MKC  | ARCHITECTS MOUNT VERNON PARKS | MASTER PLAN

ARCH AVENUE PARK

NATURAL PLAY
 

WHAT IS  A  NATURAL PARK?
-  CONSISTS OF ELEMENTS &  TEXTURES FROM EARTH
-  UNSTRUCTURED PLAY WITH NO F IXED OBJECT IVE

EMBANKMENT SL IDES OFFER CONSTANT THR ILLS OF 
MOVEMENT &  SPEED,  &  ENCOURAGE SC IENT IF IC  CUR IOS ITY

THE LOG SLU ICEWAY 
ALLOWS K IDS TO WATCH 
& MANIPULATE THE 
MOVEMENT OF WATER

THE STEPP ING STUMPS A IDE IN  LEARNING 
BALANCE AND AGIL ITY  SK ILLS BY MOVEMENT & 
IMAGINAT ION BY CREAT ING SCENES. 

THE HANK DRUM INDUCES 
MUSICAL CREAT IV ITY 
&  RELAXAT ION.
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DAN EMMETT PARK

5.5  ACRES:  SCHOOL PARK

PAIN POINTS
-  BALL  F IELDS

+ LACK OF L IGHT ING
-  USE OF SCHOOL PLAYGROUND
-  LACK OF CONNECT ION TO OTHER PARKS

EXISTING IMAGERY
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DAN EMMETT PARK

EX IST ING
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Dan  Emmet t  Pa rk  i s  l oca ted  on  the  no r th  s ide  o f  Moun t 
Ve rnon  r i gh t  nex t  to  Dan  Emmet t  Schoo l .  I t  i s  a  schoo l 
pa rk  w i th  2  baseba l l  f i e lds ,  some pa rk ing ,  and  a 
concess ion  &  res t room.  The  p layg round nea r  the  pa rk 
i s  the  schoo l  p layg round. 

Th is  pa rk  i s  impor tan t  as  i t  i s  one  o f  the  few pa rks  i n 
the  a rea .  The re  a re  l im i ted  amen i t i es  mak ing  i t  on l y 
rea l l y  usab le  i f  you  a re  the re  fo r  baseba l l .  The re  i s 
add i t i ona l  l and  bes ide  the  pa rk  owned by  the  c i t y.

N
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DAN EMMETT PARK GOALS

SPORTS
-  BALL  F IELDS
 +  UPDATE DUGOUTS &  PRESS BOX
 +  PROV IDE L IGHT ING
-  BATT ING CAGE
 + UPDATE
 +  CREATE MA INTENANCE PLAN
-  CONCESS ION/RESTROOM BU ILD ING
 + ENSURE IT  COMPL IES WITH BU ILD ING CODE
 + CLEAN &  PA INT
ADDIT IONAL RECOMMENDATIONS
-  CREATE AGREEMENT TO USE DAN EMMETT SCHOOLS PLAYGROUND
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HIAWATHA PARK

19.5  ACRES:  COMMUNITY PARK

PAIN POINTS
-  LACK OF S IGNAGE
-  PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT IS  BENT &  CH IPPED
-  BALL  F IELDS

+ LACK OF L IGHT ING
+ NO FENCING BOUNDARY
+ NO PRESS BOX

-  PRACT ICE F IELDS
+ NO F IELD MARK INGS
+ LACK OF L IGHT ING & SEAT ING

-  SAND VOLLEYBALL COURTS
+ LACK OF L IGHT ING & SEAT ING

-  BASKETBALL COURTS
+ LACK OF L IGHT ING & SEAT ING
+ HALF COURT INTERFERES WITH FULL  COURT

EXISTING IMAGERY
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HIAWATHA PARK

EX IST ING
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Hiawa tha  Pa rk  i s  a  commun i t y  pa rk  l oca ted  on  the 
no r th  s ide .  I t  i s  home to  the  c i t y ’s  on l y  commun i t y 
poo l ,  2  p rac t i ce  f i e lds ,  2  ba l l  f i e lds ,  a  sand  vo l l eyba l l 
cou r t ,  baske tba l l  cou r ts ,  a  p layg round,  and  open  g reen 
space . 

W i th  the  excep t ion  o f  the  poo l ,  t h i s  pa rk  has  no t 
seen  many  upda tes  i n  seve ra l  yea rs .  The  she l te r  and 
p layg round equ ipment  have  seen  the i r  yea rs  o f  l ove , 
the  f i e lds  a re  f ad ing  and  we l l  used ,  the re  i s  a  l ack  o f 
l i gh t i ng  th roughou t  the  pa rk ,  and  a  l ack  o f  c rosswa lks 
to  ge t  f rom the  res iden t i a l  a reas  to  the  pa rk  on  such  a 
busy  s t ree t . 

 KEY
  PARK ING
  SPORTS
  PLAY
  RELAX
  RR &  MA INTENANCE

BEECH STREET

N



 MKC  | ARCHITECTS MOUNT VERNON PARKS | MASTER PLAN

 
HIAWATHA PARK GOALS

SPORTS
-  BALL  F IELDS
 +  ADD PER IMETER BOUNDARY TO F IELDS
 +  PROV IDE L IGHT ING
-  PRACT ICE F IELDS
 +  ADD MARK INGS TO F IELDS
 +  PROV IDE BENCHES
-  BASKETBALL COURTS
 +  TAKE AWAY HALF COURT INTERFERENCE
 + PROV IDE L IGHT ING & BENCHES
-  SAND VOLLEYBALL COURTS 
 +  PROV IDE L IGHT ING & BENCHES
FAMILY GATHERING
-  PLAYGROUND SHELTER
 +  DED ICATE &  PROV IDE S IGNAGE
 + CLEAN &  REPA INT SHELTER
 +  PROV IDE L IGHT ING
-  VOLLEYBALL COURT SHELTER
 +  DED ICATE &  PROV IDE S IGNAGE
-  POOL SEAT ING
 + PROV IDE SHELTER IN  POOL AREA

PLAY
-  REMOVE ALL  CURRENT PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT
-  CREATE OBSTACLE COURSE PLAYGROUND
-  PROV IDE BENCHES
ADDIT IONAL RECOMMENDATIONS
-  ADD IT IONAL CROSSWALK AT  THE CORNER OF L INDEN & 
 BEECH STREET
-  ADD IT IONAL CROSSWALK AT  THE CORNER OF POPLAR & 
 BEECH STREET
-  PROV IDE DROP IN  RESTROOM NEAR VOLLEYBALL & 
 BASKETBALL COURTS
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HIAWATHA PARK

PARK ELEMENTS

WHAT IS  THE OBSTACLE COURSE?
-  VAR IOUS CHALLENGING PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT
-  MAKES EXERCISE FUN FOR ALL  AGES

THE OBSTACLE COURSE BU ILDS STRENGTH & BALANCE,  PROBLEM SOLV ING,  COORDINAT ION AND MEMORY.
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PHILL IPS PARK

6.1  ACRES:  NE IGHBORHOOD PARK

PAIN POINTS
-  LACK OF S IGNAGE
-  PLAYGROUND

+ EQUIPMENT IS  BENT &  CH IPPED
+ LACK OF SEAT ING
+ LACK OF WEED MA INTENANCE

-  BALL  F IELDS
+ LACK OF L IGHT ING
+ CONCESS ION STAND IS  NOT UP TO CODE

-  BASKETBALL COURT
+ ONLY HALF COURT
+ LACK OF SEAT ING & L IGHT ING
+ PAVEMENT CONDIT ION

EXISTING IMAGERY
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PHILL IPS PARK
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Ph i l l i ps  Pa rk  i s  a  ne ighborhood pa rk  l oca ted  a t 
the  Kokos ing  Tra i l  head  in  a  res iden t i a l  a rea . 
I t  i s  f a r  o f f  t he  ma in  road  and  h idden  in  t rees . 
I n  th i s  pa rk  the re  a re  2  ba l l  f i e lds ,  a  baske tba l l 
cou r t ,  a  she l te r,  and  p layg round equ ipment . 

S im i l a r  to  A rch  Pa rk ,  Ph i l l i ps  Pa rk  i s  su r rounded 
by  t rees  and  n ice l y  shaded bu t  f a l l s  to 
vanda l i sm due  to  l oca t ion .  The  res t rooms 
have  been  g ra f f i t i ed  and  des t royed ,  weeds  a re 
ove rg rown,  and  the  baske tba l l  cou r t  pavement 
i s  c rack ing . 

LIBERTY STREET

N
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PHILL IPS PARK GOALS

SPORTS
-  BALL  F IELDS
 +  UPDATE CONCESS ION STAND TO CODE
-  BASKETBALL COURT
 +  EXTEND TO FULL  COURT
 +  PROV IDE L IGHT ING & BENCHES
FAMILY GATHERING
-  SHELTER
 +  DED ICATE &  PROV IDE S IGNAGE
 + CLEAN &  REPA INT SHELTER
 +  PROV IDE L IGHT ING
PLAY
-  REMOVE ANY BENT &  CH IPPED PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT
-  PROV IDE UPDATED EQUIPMENT
-  PROV IDE BENCHES
-  CREATE WEED MA INTENANCE PLAN
ADDIT IONAL RECOMMENDATIONS
-  REPLACE RESTROOM WITH DROP IN
-  PROV IDE ADD IT IONAL SMALL PARK ING LOT ON THE CORNER OF L IBERTY STREET &  TH IRD ALLEY
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SHELLMAR PARK

1 ACRE:  POCKET PARK

PAIN POINTS
-  LACK OF S IGNAGE
-  BASKETBALL COURTS

+ LACK OF L IGHT ING
+ LACK OF SEAT ING

-  L IM ITED PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT

EXISTING IMAGERY
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SHELLMAR PARK
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She l lma r  Pa rk  i s  a  pocke t  pa rk  l oca ted  i n  a  res iden t i a l 
ne ighborhood l ack ing  i n  g reen  space .  I t  opened in 
2020 w i th  a  goa l  to  l im i t  t he  c r ime happen ing  i n  th i s 
wes t  s ide  ne ighborhood. 

A l though  the  pa rk  i s  ve r y  new,  the re  i s  l i t t l e  to  no 
s ignage  to  ca l l  ou t  the  pa rk ,  no  l i gh t i ng  fo r  the 
baske tba l l  cou r ts ,  no  benches  i n  the  pa rk ,  no  b i ke 
racks ,  and  on l y  sw ings  as  the  p layg round equ ipment . 
Th i s  pa rk  has  g rea t  bones ,  j us t  needs  to  be  f i n i shed 
o f f . 

N
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SHELLMAR PARK GOALS

SPORTS
-  BASKETBALL COURTS
 +  PROV IDE L IGHT ING & BENCHES
FAMILY GATHERING
-  SHELTER
 +  DED ICATE &  PROV IDE S IGNAGE
 + PROV IDE DR INK ING FOUNTA IN
 +  PROV IDE L IGHT ING
-  CREATE GATHER ING SPACES UNDER SHADE TREES
PLAY
-  ADD A  FEW MORE PLAYGROUND P IECES
-  RELOCATE R IVERS IDE PARK SL IDE TO SHELLMAR PARK
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES
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GENERAL PARK GOALS

-  S IGNAGE
 + PROV IDE WELCOME PARK S IGNS AT  EACH PARK MA IN ENTRANCE
  -  S IGNS TO BE REMIN ISCENT OF PARK THEME
 + PROV IDE SMALLER WELCOME PARK S IGNS AT  EACH TRA IL  ENTRANCE
 + PROV IDE TRA IL  D ISTANCE M ILEAGE &  WALK T IMES TO NEXT PARKS
 + PROV IDE ‘STORY-T IME ’  S IGNAGE THROUGHOUT PLAYGROUND PATHS
 + PROV IDE “MOUNT VERNON PARKS”  BRANDING ON TRASH ENCLOSURES
-  BU ILD ING PA INT
 +  ASS IGN PA INT  COLOR TO ALL  RESTROOMS
 + ASS IGN PA INT  COLOR TO ALL  CONCESS ION STANDS/PRESS BOXES
 +  ASS IGN PA INT  COLOR TO ALL  DUGOUTS
 + ASS IGN PA INT  COLOR TO ALL  MA INTENANCE BU ILD INGS
-  B IKE  RACKS
 + PROV IDE B IKE  RACKS AT  EACH TRA IL  ENTRANCE
-  TRASH ENCLOSURES
 + MORE &  CONSISTENT ENCLOSURES THROUGHOUT PARKS
 + DED ICATED DOG WASTE BAGS & B INS
-  WATER FOUNTA INS
 +  MORE PLACED THROUGHOUT PARKS
 + WATER FOUNTA IN FOR HUMANS & DOGS & WATER BOTTLE F ILL ING
-  RESTROOMS
 + REPLACE PARK RESTROOMS TO BE DROP- IN  STYLE
 +  PROV IDE ACCESS YEAR ROUND
-  ALL  SEAT ING TO BE METAL OR ALUMINUM
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MOUNT VERNON PARKS

FUTURE ELEMENTS -  S IGNAGE

PARK SIGNAGE ‘STORY-TIME’  S IGNAGE TRAIL  S IGNAGE
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MOUNT VERNON PARKS

FUTURE ELEMENTS -  SEAT ING

TEEN GATHERING SPACES METAL PICNIC TABLE METAL BENCHALUMINUM BLEACHERS WITH GUARD 
RAILS
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MOUNT VERNON PARKS

FUTURE ELEMENTS -  M ISC.

TRASH ENCLOSURES BIKE RACKS DOG WASTE STATIONDRINKING FOUNTAIN
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CITY GOALS

-  CREATE A  TRA IL  SYSTEM
 + CONNECTS ALL  PARKS
 + INCLUDES WALK ING & B IK ING TRA IL
-  CREATE A  MOUNT VERNON PARKS MAP
 +  TRA IL  TO EACH PARK
 +  PARK AMENIT IES
 +  D ISTANCE &  B IKE/WALK T IME TO EACH PARK
-  MOUNT VERNON PARKS WEBS ITE
 +  SHOWS EACH PARK &  AMENIT IES
 +  ACCESS PARKS MAP
 +  ONL INE SCHEDULE SYSTEM/CALENDAR FOR F IELDS,  SHELTERS &  PARK EVENTS
-  ACQUIRE ADD IT IONAL LAND TO EXPAND
 + C ITY  OF MOUNT VERNON RECREAT ION CENTER
 +  POCKET PARKS IN  RES IDENT IALLY DENSE AREAS
 +  DOG PARK ON WEST S IDE
 +  B IGGER SKATE PARK WITH PARK ING
-  PARTNERSHIP  WITH APARTMENT COMPLEXES
 +  BENEF ITS TO APARTMENT COMPLEXES THAT PROV IDE PARK SPACE
 +  CREATE MA INTENANCE PLAN FOR APARTMENT PARKS
-  PARTNERSHIPS WITH ALL  SCHOOLS
 + CONTRACTS TO HAVE PLAYGROUNDS OPEN 
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MOUNT VERNON PARKS

PROPOSED CONNECT ION

EXISTING
-  OH IO TO ER IE  TRA IL

+  HEART OF OH IO TRA IL  THOUGH AR IEL-FOUNDAT ION
+ HEART OF OH IO TRA IL  AT  CA&C DEPOT &  HER ITAGE 
C ITY  PARK
+ KOKOSING TRA IL  THROUGH MEMORIAL  PARK & 
PH ILL IPS PARK

-  WALKWAYS
+ PAVED WALKWAYS FROM CA&C TO AR IEL-FOUNDAT ION

PROPOSED
-  BR IDGE FROM AR IEL-FOUNDAT ION TO ARCH C ITY  PARK
-  TRA IL  THAT CONNECTS EACH PARK

+ D IRECT IONAL S IGNAGE ALONG EX IST ING S IDEWALKS
+ ADD IT ION OF B IKE  LANES ON TRA IL  ROADS
+ ADDIT ION OF CROSSWALKS AS NECESSARY

-  PROV IDE OUTDOOR EXERCISE EQUIPMENT EVERY 1  M ILE

COMPLETION
-  CREATES 8  M ILE  LOOP

+ CONNECTS ALL  PARKS
+ CONNECTS RES IDENT IAL  AREAS TO PARKS
+ MORE ACCESS TO GET FROM POINT A  TO PO INT B

-  OPPORTUNITY  FOR MORE TRA IL
+  ADD IT ION OF NEW PARKS
+ ADD IT ION OF CONNECT IONS THROUGH THE CENTER

KEY
    OH IO TO ER IE  TRA IL
    EX IST ING
    NEWLY PROPOSED

N
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MOUNT VERNON PARKS

EXPANSION OPPORTUNITY

ADDIT IONAL PARKS
-  DOG PARK

+ ACROSS THE R IVER FROM R IVERS IDE PARK
-  POCKET PARK

+ RES IDENT IALLY DENSE MOUNT VERNON CENTRAL EAST
-  RECREAT ION CENTER

+ ALONG LOOP TRA IL  DOWNTOWN
- SKATE PARK

+ ACROSS FROM MEMORIAL  PARK

TRAILS/BIKE LANE
-  ADD IT ION TO EACH POCKET PARK
-  ADD IT ION FROM PROPOSED POCKET PARK TO THE SQUARE
-  ADD IT ION TO WOLF RUN PARK

KEY
    OH IO TO ER IE  TRA IL
    EX IST ING
    NEWLY PROPOSED

N


